[Immunobiological properties of Burkholderia pseudomallei and Burkholderia mallei capsular substances].
The biopolymer composition, immunotropic and immunogenic properties of the fractions of B. pseudomallei and B. mallei were under study. The first two capsular fractions of these agents were found to be similar in their biopolymer composition that was indicative of their close relations. At the same time the causative agents of glanders proved to have decreased content of high molecular glycoproteids and LPS fragments. In the causative agents of melioidosis, capsular fractions K3 and K4 were characterized by the domination of proteins with a molecular weight of 42-25 kD. Fraction K4 in B. pseudomallei and fraction K1 in B. mallei had pronounced immunosuppressing properties ensuring the protection of encapsulated microbial cells in the body. The biopolymers forming fractions K1, K2, K3 in B. pseudomallei and fraction K2 in B. mallei were characterized by immunomodulating properties.